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December DVD: The Ghack: Qecemben 29

We will be presenting the movie The Shack on Thursday, December 29 in the Parish Life Center, beginning
at 1:30pm. Based on the New York Times best selling novel, it’s the story of a father’s spiritual journey
after a family tragedy. He experiences a crisis of faith, questioning God’s existence and life’s very purpose.
On a cold, desolate winter’s day, he receives a mysterious invitation to an abandoned shack. There, three
strangers help him experience the love of God’s healing mercy.

WILLIAM P. YOUNG

After all the hustle and bustle of the Christmas celebration, come join us to relax and unwind with this truly poignant
story of a father’s journey from despair to hope and peace.
All are welcome. For more information, contact skowalski@ihm.rcpw.org.

R(IA & Sacramental Preparation for Adults Scripture: “What We Believe, the Beauty oi the (atholic Faith - riease note we

& Older Children ~ if you are interested in will not have Scripture on December 29. We will finish the series on the Beauty
becoming a Catholic or completing your of the Catholic Faith with sessions in January .

Sacraments of Initiation (Baptism, Eucharist Come join us. It is a wonderful, welcoming group that gathers on Thursdays
and Confirmation) or are curious about the from 2 to 3pm!! We meet to learn and share how our faith and the Word of
process, contact Sharon at 518-328-0427 or God has touched our lives. No homework, no materials to buy. For more infor-
skowalski@ihm.rcpw.org. mation, please contact Sharon at 518-328-0427 or skowalski@ihm.rcpw.org

Gospel Meditation—A Deeper Understanding of Scripture
The Nativity of the Lord

As we age, time seems to pass more quickly. Years seemingly fly by as one holiday flows into the next, January quickly becomes
December and life maintains its hectic pace. What do we accomplish in all of that busyness? Perhaps technology is responsible for
some of the frenzy, keeping us isolated in our social media worlds, communicating through texts rather than in person, and always
connected to world events. We’re over stimulated in many ways by information, noise, opinions, and ideologies. Yet, we still find
the time to decorate our homes, purchase gifts, and plan Christmas gatherings. We know, however, that the true meaning of
Christmas is not found in twinkling lights, beautifully adorned trees, perfectly set tables or exchanged gifts. We are being called to
something deeper and more authentic.

Christmas reminds us to look for God along the way of our lives and not get distracted by the illusions around us. Our
world’s complexity can leave us feeling displaced, desperate, alone, neglected, and unimportant. Joseph and Mary felt that way too.
In the midst of all that captures and intrigues us in our self-created virtual worlds, is this longing for the anchor of faith to keep us
grounded and make sense of it all. Only faith can give us the perspective to see what truly matters in life. We discover our divinely
blessed humanity. The uncertain and challenging journey to Bethlehem gives way to the tender moments of birth and its embrace.
Christmas softens us and slows us down a bit. It shows us Jesus as the light who enlightens everyone. It shows us the truth.

The faith that comes from Christmas calms our fears and allows us to go into the nighttime of our lives courageously. We
are never lost or alone. We need to stop and savor more of life’s moments before they slip away in time. God is with us, loving us,
and leading us where we need to be. God is born again and again in every soul willing to give birth to His presence. God connects
us and provides us with a place where we feel safe and welcome: home. Merry Christmas! ©LPi

yc P ; g o Faith Formation For All A8eS ~ Sharon C. Kowalski, Coordinator of Faith

Formation and Youth Ministry - skowalski@ihm.rcpw.org

%lm’éh%e %M (Ps 96) Faith Formation; 2022-2023

Wishing all our Faith Formation Families many blessings, joy, and happiness
during the Christmas holidays. Please check the bulletin for Mass times.
Remember, JESUS IS THE REASON FOR THE SEASON!!

The Family Mass on Christmas Eve will be at 4:30pm, at which we will present
the Christmas play.

Faith Formation sessions for 2022-2023 are on Sundays at 9:30am in the Faith
Formation Center.

Sessions are open to children from 3 years through Confirmation. Sacramental
programs require a two year preparation in the Faith Formation sessions.
Please contact Sharon at skowalski@ihm.rcpw.org or 518-328-0427 for more
information or questions about Faith Formation and/or receiving sacraments at
IHM.
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]n Memoriam ~ 2023

I Ioving memory of

Aclam & K_atherine Novak

In loving memory of

John A OBrien

requested by the ]:amilg reques’cecl 175 the Family

10/29/23

Jol‘m & Rosalfe Novak & ]:lorence SzPot

6/11/23

Jn loving memory of

Joseph V Germano
requested by the f:amilg

6/11/23

]n memory OF our bCIOVCd S50n

Michael D Kowalaki

reciuestecl by
Micl’!ael and Sharon Kowalski

3/19/23

In ]oving memory of

John T Sherock
requested by his wife and Family

4123123

]n loving memory of
Wi“iam T 51', Julia F
and KobertA Fahr
requestecl by the ]:amilg

2119123

In 1oving memory of

Albert F MoreHi,

In loving memory of our ]:amiliesz

Tl’ie Carlsons, Tl'le Mardigans,

Donalcl & Fileen Ga"agher Hogan The f:olegs & T he butlers
requested by Don & Fatti Hogaﬂ reques’cecl bg Bob & Carol Car’son

2119123 205123

In Ioving memory of
Bryar\ T Koberts (son)
Kagmond & [elen Werner (Parents)
requestecl bg Judith Fope

1/15/23

Mary’s Kitchen: Mondays, 3 to 5pm: ALL WELCOME!!
Mary'’s Kitchen will be closed on December 26.

It will re-open on Monday, January 9, 2023.
Many thanks to the AOH and to Margaret Vumbaco for their very generous
donations to Mary’s Kitchen!! This helps us tremendously as we work to
provide nutritious meals on Mondays. God bless them for their caring and
generosity to our parish and to Mary’s Kitchen guests.
Stop by between 3 to 5pm on Mondays and sit down to enjoy a meal with
friends or pick up a meal to take home: Soup, salad, sandwich, entrée and
dessert!! All are welcome; parishioners, neighbors and friends!!
Questions?? Please contact Sharon at skowalski@ihm.rcpw.org or call 518-

328-0427 for more information.

“The Eucharist is the heart and the summit of the Church’s
life.” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1407). The weekly
celebration of the Eucharist on Saturday evening or Sunday
morning defines who we are as Catholics — in our parishes, in our
households of faith, in our neighborhoods, and in our world.” ,

We have 3 Mass options every weekend: Saturday, 4pm;
Sunday, 7:30am and 11am. See you in church!!

Queations of the Week... Rejlect and Respend

First Reading:

Isaiah prophesied of God’s promise to send “a child to us” who will be “a great
light” and bring us “abundant joy and great rejoicing.” How will you show to
others today your joy at the birth of Jesus?

Second Reading:

Paul teaches Titus that Jesus is “the grace of God” who has come to save all
people. In response, we believers are called “to live temperately, justly, and
devoutly in this age.” What makes this challenging to do in our time?

Gospel:

We hear Luke’s account of the birth of Jesus. Luke tells us how the message of
the angel of the Lord frightened the shepherds. In response, the angel said, “Do
not be afraid; for behold, I proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be
for all the people ...” How will your family celebrate today the birth of Jesus,
our Lord and Messiah? ©LPi

The Business Office will be closed for Christmas holiday from Monday,
Dec. 26 thru Monday, Jan. 2 (national holiday). We will reopen normal
business hours, 8:30am—3:30pm on Jan. 3, 2023.

]n loving memory of

The Barron & Rgs Families
rcquestccl by the Family

1/15/23

MASS INTENTIONS

Sat., Dec 24 - CHRISTMAS EVE

4:30pm—The Beston Family, req by family
Joseph Germano & family, req by the family
Carol Lansing, req by the family

7:00pm—Donald, Mary & Charles Rutherford, req
by the family
Anthony Pruscop, Genevive Pruscop & Douglas
Goard, req by the family

Sun., Dec 25 - CHRISTMAS DAY
10:00am—Tammy Morgan, req by Mom/Dad &
Sons
The Crudo family, req by the family
Tues., Dec 27

9:00am—Rita Good, req by Peggy Germano

Wed., Dec 28
9:00am—Farrell & Synan Families, Estate

Thurs., Dec 29

9:00am—Margaret Rose Gonsowski (B’day), req
by son & daughter
Sat., Dec 31

4:00pm—Donald Fisk, req by the family
Maureen McBain, req by the Rosary Society
Earl VanBuskirk/grdaughter Kathy Fisk, req by the
family

Sun., Jan 1, 2023
7:30am—living & deceased members of IHM

11:00am—Helen Werner (B’day), req by family

PRAYER MINISTRY ~ If you would
like prayers for a family member,
relative or friend, call Brenda at
518 961-0169.

FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION
Weekly Collection (incl mail-in, E.G.)
Dec 12/10-11/22........ $6304.00
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