
Celebration of the Eucharist 
Saturday Vigil—4:00PM,    Sunday—8:30 AM and 11:00 AM 

 

Weekday Schedules 
Communion Service: Monday & Friday, 9:00 AM 
Mass: Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday, 9:00 AM 

PASTORAL STAFF 
Fr Don Rutherford, Sacramental Minister  
Deacon Al Manzella, Parish Life Director 
Deacon Mark Leonard 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday prior to the 4:00pm Mass 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Please contact the Parish Office to 
make arrangements. Baptisms are 
generally on the 2nd weekend of the 
month. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 
Couples should make arrangements 
as soon as the engagement is  
announced. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
The Anointing of the Sick will be  
administered the first full weekend 
of each month, immediately after 
each Mass. 

PARISH LIFE CENTER 
2416  7th Avenue 
Watervliet, NY 12189 
(518) 273-6020 
Fax: (518) 273-3978 
Email:  info@ihm.rcpw.org 
Website: www.rcpw.weebly.com 
 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Mon—Thurs: 8:30am—3:30pm 
Friday—10:30am—3:30pm 
 

Administrative Assistant 
Judith Pope 
jpope@ihm.rcpw.org 
 

Secretary 
Mary Beth Knapik 
 

Archivist 
Thomas Hanley: 
thanley@ihm.rcpw.org 
 

Facility Manager 
Matthew Carabis 
 

FAITH FORMATION & 
YOUTH MINISTRY CENTER 
2425   7th Avenue 
(518) 328-0427 
 

Coordinator 
Sharon Kowalski 
skowalski@ihm.rcpw.org 
Call for appointment 

HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE 

Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish 
Watervliet/Green Island NY 

December 23, 2018 
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Deacon Al’s Corner ~ 
 

The Visitation – The second Joyful Mystery of the Rosary, the Visitation, is taken from 
the Gospel for this weekend.  Mary goes to visit her cousin Elizabeth, who is pregnant, 
and who will soon become the mother of John the Baptist!  There is usually a lot of 
visiting going on during the Christmas season.  May all the people you visit, and all who 
visit you, be as joyful as Mary and Elizabeth were to be together. 
 

The Magnificat - Elizabeth says to Mary “Blessed are you who believed that what was 
spoken to you by the Lord would be fulfilled.”  In the very next verses of Luke’s Gospel, 
after Mary visits Elizabeth, we hear Mary respond with the beautiful prayer known as 
the Magnificat.  The Magnificat is a wonderful prayer of praise and joy, as Mary pro-
claims “My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my sav-
ior.  She goes on to pray “The hungry he has filled with good things.”   
 There are a number of lessons from the Visitation and the Magnificat but I 
would just mention two of them.  The first lesson is Mary’s humility.  Mary shuns the 
limelight and proclaims the greatness of the Lord.  The second lesson is that Mary 
praises God for feeding the hungry.  Mary is aware that God is concerned about the 
poor, “He has lifted up the lowly.”  It is good for us to remember that the preferential 
option for the poor is one of the basic principles of Catholic social teaching.  Immacu-
late Heart of Mary Parish does a wonderful job of feeding the hungry, may you contin-
ue to do so.  God bless the IHM Parish family at Christmas and always with gifts of 
Peace, Joy and Love. 

Pray for Vocations… 
 PRAY THAT YOU MAY LIVE YOUR CHRISTIAN VOCATION TO THE FULLEST! 

Jesus, help me to spread your fragrance everywhere I go; Flood my soul with your 
spirit and life; Penetrate and possess my whole being so completely that all my life 
may be only a radiance of yours; Shine through me and be so in me that everyone 
with whom I come into contact may feel your presence within me. 
 Let them look up and see no longer me—but only Jesus.  Amen. 

Advent Prayer: Week 4, Love 
Dear Jesus, may the light of your love always shine in our hearts. As Christmas 

draws closer, we marvel at your great love for us. Let your love transform every 
aspect of our lives and touch everyone we encounter. Our hearts are open to you, 

Jesus.  Amen. 

IHM Prayer Ministry—If you would like the prayer team to pray for you or a 
loved one; or would like to be a part of the prayer team, please contact Brenda at 518 
271-6184. 



Mary’s Kitchen: Mondays, 3 to 5pm—Mary’s Kitchen will be closed December 

24 and 31. We will reopen at the regular time on January 7. All members of the community 
are invited – both parishioners and non-parishioners alike – to enjoy an eat in meal, chat 
and relax with friends or to pick up a meal to take out.  Questions?? Contact Sharon at 518 
328-0427 for more information.  

Christmas Eve Family Mass: 4:30pm — Shepherds, angels, innkeepers, animals at the  

manger…who else would you expect to see on Christmas Eve??  Mary, Joseph and Baby Jesus will 
encounter them all as they follow their journey which ends at the manger in “Bethlehem”.  Our 
young people in Faith Formation will present the Christmas story as a simple play - complete with six 
Christmas carols. 

Scripture Sharing: New Study, The Gospel of John—We will be taking a few 

weeks off for the holidays. Join us Thursday, January 3 from 2 to 3pm for a Scripture study 
on the Gospel of John. Prepared by Dynamic Catholic, it is called the Turning Point and will 
take a look at “Eight Encounters with Jesus that will Change Your Life”. All are welcome- no 
previous study necessary. Hope you will join us!!  For more information, please contact 
Sharon at 518 328-0427 or skowalski@ihm.rcpw.org 

Christmas Fair: December 

8 & 9: Success!! 

Many thanks to all who made 
items for the bake sale, who 
helped to set up, volunteered at 
the Fair and to all those who pur-
chased items. The bake sale 
brought in $201.50 and the 
Christmas items $632. There 
were many people who attended 
from outside the parish. After the 
Flea Market in August, we saw a 
jump in the number of folks who 
come to Mary’s Kitchen. Even a 
few more who joined the parish!! 
Could they just be discovering 
what a great place Immaculate 
Heart of Mary really is?? 
      Merry Christmas and may God 
bless you always for your support 
and welcome to all!! 

Faith Formation - For All Ages: Sharon C. Kowalski, Coordinator of Faith Formation and Youth Ministry  
           skowalski@ihm.rcpw.org 

Christmas Eve Family Mass: December 24 at 4:30pm 
Many of our young people will be participating in the Christmas Eve play. Mass begins at 4:30. Please be there NO LATER than 3:45 so 
that we will have time to set up for the play. 
 

December 23 and 30: No AM or PM Faith Formation Sessions 
There will be no AM or PM sessions on December 23 & 30 because of the Christmas Holidays.. Sessions will resume at the regular time 
on January 6. 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLOW) 
There will be no Children’s Liturgy of the Word on December 23 and 30.  
 

Here’s What’s Coming Up in December/ January 
December 24: Christmas Eve Family Mass, 4:30 
January 6: Parish Christmas party, immediately following the 11am Mass in the PLC 
 

“The Eucharist is the heart and the summit of the Church’s life.” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1407). The weekly celebration of 
the Eucharist on Saturday evening or Sunday morning defines who we are as Catholics – in out parishes, in our households of faith, in 
our neighborhoods, and in our world. 
 Regularly we have 3 Mass options every weekend: Saturday, 4pm; Sunday, 8:30am and 11am. See you in church!! 

RCIA and Sacramental Preparation for Adults and Older  

Children—Need to receive sacraments –Baptism, Eucharist or Confirmation; for yourself, an older teen or young adult? Whatever 

your needs may be – whether completing the Sacraments of Initiation or questions about becoming members of Catholic faith, we are 
here to help you make it happen. We will work around your schedule and your individual area of need. 
Something to consider - Do you know that in order to be a godparent for Baptism or a sponsor for Confirmation, you must have re-
ceived all three Sacraments of Initiation (Baptism, Eucharist and Confirmation)???  
     Just a quick note. Children attending Catholic high school do not make their Confirmation through the school, but through their 
home parish. Need more information?? Contact Sharon:  e-mail skowalski@ihm.rcpw.org. or call 518 328-0427. 
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In loving memory of 
Joseph V Germano 

requested by the Family 
12/23/18 

   

   

   

4/7/19 

In loving memory of 
Adam & Katherine Novak 

John Novak, Rosalie & Florence Szpot 
requested by the Family 

In Memoriam  -  2019 

4/28/19 

In loving memory of the 
Edward Brooks Family,  Foglia Family 

& Monticup Family 
requested by Rose Brooks & Family 

1/27/19 

In loving memory of 
William T, Sr, Julia F  

and Robert A Fahr 
requested by the Family 

In loving memory of 
John A  O’Brien 

requested by the Family 
10/20/19 

 

In loving memory of 
John T Sherlock 

requested by his wife and Family 
5/12/19 

1/6/19 

In loving memory of 
Bryan T Roberts (son) 

Raymond & Helen Werner (parents) 
requested by Judith Pope 

In loving memory of 
J. Vince Cocca 

requested by 
his wife and Children 

11/10/19 

1/6/19 

In loving memory of 
The Barron & Rys Families 

requested by the Family 

ADMINISTRATION & FINANCE 
Weekly Collection (incl mail-in, E.G.) 

Dec 9-10, 2017……….$6455.00 
Dec 8-9, 2018…………$7671.00 

Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
Dec 8, 2017………..$1149.00 
Dec 8, 2018………..$1071.00 

Mass Intentions for the Week 
Sat., Dec 22 
  4:00pm—Frank Conley, req by Joseph Early 
Dara Martin, req by Joseph Early 
Francis and Kathleen Deck, req by Karl & Joan 
 

Sun., Dec 23 
  8:30am—C. Bradley Culkin, req by Martha & 
Ron Soucy 
Walter Tuchowski, req by Tom & Jane Hanley 
Living & deceased members of IHM 
 

11:00am—Louise Kelly (4th Anniv), req by Mick 
& Anne Dembrosky 
Geraldine Wellworth, req by Mary Ellen Hanley 
Mary Theresa Cassidy, req by Anthony Cassidy 
& Marilyn LaParl 
 

Mon., Dec 24-CHRISTMAS EVE 
  4:30pm—Living & Deceased members of IHM 
Carol Lansing, req by the family 
Edward Kennedy, req by the family 
 

  6:30pm—Alexander, Mary and 
Joseph Krill, req by Julia & Pauline 
Joseph Germano, Margaret Oaksford, Helen 
McNamara, req by the Germano family 
 

Tues., Dec 25-CHRISTMAS DAY 
  9:00am—Raymond & Helen Werner, req by their 
dgter, Judy Pope 
 

Wed., Dec 26 
  9:00am—COMMUNION SERVICE 
 

Thurs., Dec 27 
  9:00am—COMMUNION SERVICE 
 

Fri., Dec 28 
  9:00am—COMMUNION  SERVICE 
 

Sat., Dec 29 
  4:00PM—Vincent Cocca, req by wife & children 
William Gordon, req by Frederick Hudy 
Carole & Jeff Maloney, req by the family 
 

Sun., Dec 30 
  8:30am—Charles Bulson, req by his wife 
Joanne Herrington, req by the Carroll family 
 

11:00am—Mary Theresa Cassidy, req by TJ, 
Sheri & Leighton Cassidy 
Edward Kennedy, req by the family 
Living & deceased members of IHM 

Social Justice: Caring for the Environment 
Luke 1:45—“Blessed are you who believed that what was spoken to you by the 
Lord would be fulfilled”. 
Pope Francis, Laudato Si:—“Creation is of the order of love. God’s love is the fun-
damental moving force in all created things”. 
Catholic Social Teaching:—“A true ecological approach always becomes a social 
approach...so as to hear both the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor”. 

 

Mass Schedules for December 24th and 25th 
Christmas Eve - 4:30 PM (Family Mass) 

           and 6:30 PM 
Christmas Day - 9:00 AM Mass 

The Best Christmas Party is Happening in January!! 
Preparations have begun for the Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish Christ-
mas Party in the Parish Life Center on January 6  
following the 11AM Mass. There will be food, games, singing-don't miss it. 
Let it be one of the first dates you circle on the 2019 calendar!!! We will 
have a sign up list in the back of the church for people to bring their Christ-
mas specialties. At 1pm in the Parish Life Center, we’ll have a “Christmas 
Shout Out”. We’ll pick our favorite Christmas carols give a shout out to An-
gela, and she will lead us in the song.   How fun is that!! 


