
Our mission at Immaculate Heart of Mary  -  is to proclaim the good news of Jesus 

Christ and to praise His name, by being a Christ-centered, welcoming, unified community. 

Called to holiness, we celebrate the love of God through prayer and worship, the Eucharist 

and other sacraments, catechesis, evangelization and service to all. Always His people, we 

strive to be good stewards of our time, talent and treasure. 
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May 24, 2020 



Gospel Meditation ~ Seventh Sunday of Easter 

What does faith and religion do for us? Ultimately, they remind us of 
some truths we conveniently forget: we are created by a 
loving God, we have imperfections, we sin, we need to 
be forgiven, we have a mission and a purpose, it’s not 
just about us, and we hunger for the joy of salvation. 
These are human truths that are not dependent upon 
whether we like them. Ignoring them places us on the 
paths of comfort and satisfaction as we blindly pursue 
the busyness and superficiality of our empty lives. In-
stead of pursuing supernatural and lasting pleasure, we 
choose things that are easier and quicker to obtain: sex, 
drugs, travel, houses, cars, fame, popularity, self-
achievement and satisfaction, physical enjoyment, and 
the like. 
 

We may also find ourselves falling victim to more nega-
tive responses to what life brings us: anger, envy, lust, 
pride, gluttony, greed, and apathy. Human hearts can 
become so hardened to the truth that violence becomes 
the response of first choice. Being a Christian is hard! 
Yet, as Pope Francis reminds us, the Church needs to be 
a field hospital that has to be prepared to provide people 
with the remedy they need. What we need is Jesus 

Christ. The Church, with all of the glory of the sacraments, exists to help 
make Christ present and real for us. Once we find Christ, we find joy. Joy 
is a matter of the heart that is beyond pleasure and happiness. It is not 
found in some earthly satisfaction, only in Christ. 
 

Once we accept that we are destined to be in Christ, then we will discover 
eternal life. Namely, “that they should know you, the only true God, and 
the one whom you sent, Jesus Christ.” It is easy to conveniently forget 
truth and pursue illusions immediately within our grasp, but at what 
price? A man celebrating 60 years of marriage remarked that it took so 
much effort and so many attempts to convince his wife that they were 
meant to be together. Even his friends told him he was foolish. He easily 
could have given up and pursued other interests. He chose to persevere 
and is so grateful that he made that choice because he now has a pearl of 
great price. Do we see a value in persevering in our faith regardless of the 
cost? If we don’t take the risk, we could lose more than we know.    ©LPi 
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RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS ~  Everlasting Easter 
The Easter season is almost over.  This season is always a tougher one for us Catholics.  
We get Advent and Lent: preparation.  We are on board with Christmas, mainly because 
we like to keep up our decorations until someone tells us the exact day we must take them 
down.  But Easter as a season is a bit more difficult to observe.  The rest of the world has 
moved on. There are no Easter eggs left in store windows and all those religious movies 
on television have given way to reruns or season-ending episodes.  It just feels like Easter 
anywhere … except in the Church. 

The truth is that it should feel like Easter all year-round in the Church.  Every 
Sunday, we celebrate a mini-Easter.  Our Lord is ALIVE!  He is risen and alive, and we 
need to celebrate.  We also need to be about the work of the Lord.  We are an Easter people who bear witness to his resurrection 
through our stewardship.  If he had never risen, then we would be called to nothing by no one.  But he lives!  As this Easter season 
is drawing to a close, it is prudent to reflect on what his death and resurrection mean for each of us.  How has it changed us?  How 
does it motivate us?  It doesn’t look like Easter in most corners of the world, so it is up to us to bring a little Easter to every place we 
go and to everyone we meet.   
 —Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS             ©LPi 

The FOOD PANTRY is open to  registered clients of 
the pantry on Tuesdays and Thursdays, between 
the hours of 9 and 10 AM.  Clients are to remain in 
their cars and the volunteer workers will take 
their name and will bring the food out to the car.  
Until further notice, the Parish Life Center is 
closed to the public.  



   

   

   

In loving memory of 
Adam & Katherine Novak 

John & Rosalie Novak & Florence Szpot 
requested by the Family 

5/10/20 

In Memoriam ~ 2020-21 

In loving memory of 
The Barron & Rys Families 

requested by the Family 
7/19/20 

In loving memory of 
William T Sr, Julia F  
and Robert A Fahr 

requested by the Family 
8/23/20 

In loving memory of 
Albert P Morelli, 

Donald & Eileen Gallagher Hogan 
requested by Don & Patti Hogan 

1/10/21 

 

In loving memory of 
John T Sherlock 

requested by his wife and Family 
7/19/20 

In loving memory of 
Bryan T Roberts (son) 

Raymond & Helen Werner (parents) 
requested by Judith Pope 

7/19/20 

In loving memory of our Families: 
The Carlsons, The Mardigans, 

The Foleys & The Butlers 
requested by Bob & Carol Carlson 

2/7/21 

In loving memory of the 
Edward Brooks Family, Foglia Family 

& Monticup Family 
requested by Rose Brooks & Family 

5/24/20 

In loving memory of 

John A O’Brien 

requested by the Family 
10/25/20 

 

In loving memory of 
Joseph V Germano 

requested by the Family 
1/10/21 

LIGHTER SIDE… Bugging Out 
A father was reading Bible stories to his young son and said, “The man named Lot was warned to take his wife and flee out of the 
city, but his wife looked back and was turned into a pillar of salt.” His son asked, “What happened to the flea?” 

Readings: Week of May 24, 2020 
Sunday: Acts 1:12-14/Ps 27:1, 4, 7-8 [13]/1 Pt 
4:13-16/Jn 17:1-11a 
Monday: Acts 19:1-8/Ps 68:2-3ab, 4-5acd, 6-
7ab [33a]/Jn 16:29-33 
Tuesday: Acts 20:17-27/Ps 68:10-11, 20-21 
[33a]/Jn 17:1-11a 
Wednesday: Acts 20:28-38/Ps 68:29-30, 33-
35a, 35bc-36ab [33a]/Jn 17:11b-19 
Thursday: Acts 22:30; 23:6-11/Ps 16:1-2a and 
5, 7-8, 9-10, 11 [1]/Jn 17:20-26 
Friday: Acts 25:13b-21/Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-
20ab [19a]/Jn 21:15-19 
Saturday: Morning: Acts 28:16-20, 30-31/Ps 
11:4, 5 and 7 [cf. 7b]/Jn 21:20-25 
Next Sunday: Acts 2:1-11/Ps 104:1, 24, 29-30, 
31, 34 [cf. 30]/1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13/Jn 20:19-23 

Readings for the week of May 24, 2020 
First Reading: 
All these devoted themselves with one accord to 
prayer. (Acts 1:14a) 
Psalm: 
I believe that I shall see the good things of the Lord 
in the land of the living. (Ps 27) or Alleluia 
Second Reading: 

Rejoice to the extent that you share in the sufferings of Christ, so that when his 
glory is revealed you may also rejoice exultantly. (1 Pt 4:13) 
Gospel: 
“I glorified you on earth by accomplishing the work that you gave me to do. Now 
glorify me, Father, with you, with the glory that I had with you before the world 
began.” (Jn 17:4-5) 
 

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.    ©LPi 

FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION 

Contributions received the week of:  
May 7-13, 2020—$4328.00 

This total includes the tithing envelopes and 
Electronic Giving (We Share). 

Thank You - to all the parishioners  who have 
been mailing their weekly contributions, or drop-
ping the envelopes off in the Mail Slot in the 7th 
Avenue door of the Parish Life Center.  
We greatly appreciate your continued support and 
commitment to Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

Do you know someone who might like to  
receive the bulletin for the Readings of Week 
and Reflections, and doesn't have access to a 
computer, just drop a note in 7th Ave. mail 
slot at the Parish Office and we will be happy 
to send one to them.  Let’s keep connected! 

IHM PRAYER MINISTRY ~ 
We believe as faith-filled 
people, prayer matters and 
offers hope. The prayer tree 
ministry is made up of a group of peo-
ple who pray for others — if you 
would like prayers said for a family 
member, relative, or friend contact 
Brenda at 518-271-6184.   
Let us also continue to pray for one 
another and for an end to this virus 
that has afflicted so many people in 
our community and around the 
world. 


