
Celebration of the Eucharist 
Saturday Vigil—4:00PM,    Sunday—8:30 AM and 11:00 AM 

 

Weekday Schedules 
Communion Service: Monday & Friday, 9:00 AM 
Mass: Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday, 9:00 AM 

PASTORAL STAFF 
Fr Donald Rutherford, Pastor 
Deacon Mark Leonard 
Shawn Allen, Business Administrator 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday prior to the 4:00pm Mass 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Please contact the Parish Office to 
make arrangements. Baptisms are 
generally on the 2nd weekend of the 
month. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 
Couples should make arrangements 
as soon as the engagement is  
announced. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
The Anointing of the Sick will be  
administered the first full weekend 
of each month, immediately after 
each Mass. 

PARISH LIFE CENTER 
2416  7th Avenue 
Watervliet, NY 12189 
(518) 273-6020 
Fax: (518) 273-3978 
Email:  info@ihm.rcpw.org 
Website: www.rcpw.weebly.com 
 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Mon—Thurs: 8:30am—3:30pm 
Friday—10:30am—3:30pm 
 

Administrative Assistant 
Judith Pope 
jpope@ihm.rcpw.org 
 

Secretary 
Mary Beth Knapik 
 

Archivist 
Thomas Hanley: 
thanley@ihm.rcpw.org 
 

Facility Manager 
Matthew Carabis 
 

FAITH FORMATION & 
YOUTH MINISTRY CENTER 
2425   7th Avenue 
(518) 328-0427 
 

Coordinator 
Sharon Kowalski 
skowalski@ihm.rcpw.org 
Call for appointment 

HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE 

Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish 
Watervliet/Green Island NY 

January 13, 2019 
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Gospel Meditation:   The Baptism of the Lord 

 Think of what it's like to wait a long time. Can you imagine what it would be 
like to wait for centuries? No one person lives that long, of course. But for the Israel-
ites, they had heard the stories from generation to generation. They had been con-
quered time and time again, and now "the people were filled with expectation, and all 
were asking in their hearts whether John might be the Christ." They had been waiting 
for a Messiah, one who did miraculous deeds and said profound things; someone 
aglow with the glory of God. We all know what it's like to hope and be disappointed. 
But what if your hopes were fulfilled? 
 That day at the Jordan River, an audience had gathered. Among the crowd for 
baptism was an unknown man. Perhaps he was dirty from weeks in the desert. His 
hands had the calloused palms of a tradesman, a carpenter. He and John the Baptist 
may have embraced with the familiarity of the cousins they were. This man wades into 
the Jordan for a good, solid dunking. As he rises from the water, the One who breathed 
life into Adam gasps for air like any other man. 
 But then "heaven was opened." The clouds in the sky part miles above. "And 
the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove." An apparition with 
substance sails through the sky. It exudes gentleness and power all at once. "And a 
voice came from heaven, 'You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.'" Can 
you imagine the sight? For the crowd, there is no doubting what they have seen, who 
they have seen. Can you imagine this encounter with our God who keeps His promis-
es? What are you waiting for?  

WE INVITE YOU...to become a member of our parish family.  To begin the registration 
process, please fill out this form and place in the collection basket on Sunday.  We 
will send you a new membership form for registration.   
 

NAME_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

HOME PHONE: __________________________________  CELL: _____________________________ 

Social Justice: Caring for the Environment 
    Acts:— “In truth, I see that God shows no partiality”. 
    Pope Francis, Laudato Si:—“Our relationship with the environment can never be 
    isolated from our relationship with others and with God”. 
    Catholic Social Teaching:—“Man is suddenly becoming aware that by an  
    ill-conceived exploitation of nature he risks destroying it and becoming in his turn 
    the victim of this degradation”. 



RCIA and Sacramental Preparation for Adults and Older Children—Need 

to receive sacraments–Baptism, Eucharist or Confirmation; for yourself, an older teen or young  
adult?  Whatever your needs may be – whether completing the Sacraments of Initiation or 
questions about becoming members of Catholic faith, we are here to help you make it happen. 
We will work around your schedule and your individual area of need. 
 Something to consider  - Do you know that in order to be a godparent for Baptism or 
a sponsor for Confirmation, you must have received all three Sacraments of Initiation 
(Baptism, Eucharist and Confirmation)???  Need more information?? Contact Sharon at 518-
328-0427 or skowalski@ihm.rcpw.org.  

TAX LETTERS: If you wish to have a statement of contributions for tax purposes of 2018, please call the parish office, (518) 273-
6020; leave your name, address and envelope ID number and we will prepare one for you.   Thank you. 

Faith Formation - For All Ages: Sharon C. Kowalski, Coordinator of 

Faith Formation and Youth Ministry    skowalski@ihm.rcpw.org 
 

Prek-grade 1 & 2 Coffee Hour: January 20 
Next Sunday, January 20, Grades Pre-k, K, grade 1and 2 will be assisting at the 11AM Mass. 
They will also be hosting, with the help of their parents and catechists, a Coffee hour immedi-
ately after Mass in the back of the church. All are invited. 

Please join us for a snack, a little conversation and the best little hosts and hostesses 
around!! 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLOW) 
Following the opening prayer at the 11am Mass, Father will invite all children from Pre-K to 
grade 3 to go to with our catechists to hear and discuss the readings for that Sunday’s Mass. 
They will return to you in the church after the Prayer of the Faithful.  

Older siblings may participate in a different role as helpers to Mrs. Pontari. She also 
welcomes parent’s help. If you would like to accompany your little ones and see what it’s all 
about, please feel free to join them. 
 

Here’s What’s Coming Up in January 
January 14: Gathering Disciples, 6pm in Parish Life Center 
January 20: Pre-k - gr. 1 Coffee hour, Parish Life Center, after 11am Mass 
January 21: Martin Luther King Day. No Mary’s Kitchen 
January 23: Prayer for Christian Unity, 7pm Trinity church 
January 28: Prayer & Worship, 7pm in the Parish Life Center 

Scripture Sharing: Eight 

Encounters with Jesus, 

Thursdays 2 to 3pm—Join 

us Thursday, January 17 from 2 
to 3pm for a Scripture study on 
the Gospel of John. Prepared 
by Dynamic Catholic, it is called 
the Turning Point and will take 
a look at “Eight Encounters 
with Jesus that will Change 
Your Life”. All are welcome- no 
previous study necessary. Hope 
you will join us!! We have a 
really great group attending 
and you would fit right in!! For 
more information, please con-
tact Sharon at 518-328-0427 or 
skowalski@ihm.rcpw.org 

Gathering Disciples: 
Evangelization: January 14  

Our next Gathering Disciples 
(evangelization) meeting will be 
at 6pm on January 14 in the 
Parish Life Center. 

Mary’s Kitchen Mon-

days, 3 to 5pm—Please 

note: Mary’s Kitchen will be 
closed in observance of Martin 
Luther King Day, January 21st. 
Recently, a new refrigerator 
was purchased for Mary’s 
Kitchen. It was donated by the 
Passonno family, in memory of 
Robert Passonno, Sr. God bless 
them for their kindness and 
generosity!! 
All members of the community 
are invited to Mary’s Kitchen – 
both parishioners and non-
parishioners alike – to enjoy an 
eat in meal, chat and relax with 
friends or to pick up a meal to 
take out.  Questions??  Contact 
Sharon at 518-328-0427 for 
more information.  

Parish Christmas Party: What a Great Party!!—Many thanks to all who provided 

goodies, helped to set up and clean up – we can’t do it without YOU and it was a privilege and 
pleasure to work WITH you!! God bless you all for the sharing of your time and talents to make 
this such a wonderful occasion. 

Special thanks to Angela for leading our Christmas Carol Shout Out and to our young 
people in the PM session who helped to serve the very abundant array of goodies!! 

Come join us in prayer and fellowship 

      Prayer for Christian Unity Service: January 23, 7pm 
On Wednesday, January 23 members of parishioners of Immaculate 
Heart of Mary will join with Watervliet/Green Island parishes in Trinity 
church at 7pm for the Prayer for Christian Unity.  This is a really beau-
tiful service that focuses on those things that we all have in common 
as followers of Our Lord Jesus Christ. After the service, we will share a 
bounty of sweets in the back of the church.  Hope you can join us!! 
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In loving memory of 
Joseph V Germano 

requested by the Family 
7/7/19 

   

   

   

4/7/19 

In loving memory of 
Adam & Katherine Novak 

John Novak, Rosalie & Florence Szpot 
requested by the Family 

In Memoriam  -  2019 

4/28/19 

In loving memory of the 
Edward Brooks Family,  Foglia Family 

& Monticup Family 
requested by Rose Brooks & Family 

1/27/19 

In loving memory of 
William T, Sr, Julia F  

and Robert A Fahr 
requested by the Family 

In loving memory of 
John A  O’Brien 

requested by the Family 
10/20/19 

 

In loving memory of 
John T Sherlock 

requested by his wife and Family 
5/12/19 

7/7/19 

In loving memory of 
Bryan T Roberts (son) 

Raymond & Helen Werner (parents) 
requested by Judith Pope 

In loving memory of 
J. Vince Cocca 

requested by 
his wife and Children 

11/10/19 

7/7/19 

In loving memory of 
The Barron & Rys Families 

requested by the Family 

Mass Intentions for the Week 
Sat., Jan 12 
  4:00pm—Living & deceased members of IHM 
William Warren, req by Paul & Grace 
Paul Duffey & Rancourt Family, req by family 
 

Sun., Jan 13 
  8:30am—Henry Mangene (4th Anniv), req by  
family 
Rick Shevy (7th anniv), req by family 
 

11:00am-Anne DiNuzzo, req by Ann & Phil 
DiNuzzo 
Wm E. Carlson (4th Anniv), req by wife, Gail 
Olga Somich (Anniv), req by Helen Somich 
 

Mon., Jan 14 
  9:00am—COMMUNION SERVICE 
 

Tues., Jan 15 
  9:00am—Thomas & Helen Sullivan, Estate 
 

Wed., Jan 16 
  9:00am—Edward Springer, req by Lilia  
Langford 
 

Thurs., Jan 17 
  9:00am—Marie Delisle, req by Peg Fisk 
 

Fri., Jan 18 
  9:00am—COMMUNION SERVICE 
 

Sat., Jan 19 
  4:00pm—Margaret Oaksford, req by the family 
 

Sun., Jan 20 
  8:30am—Dr Daniel Deprey, req by Bulson  
Family 
 

11:00am—Lv’g & Dec’d members of IHM 
Margaret Foley (Anniv), req by  Ann/Phil DiNuzzo 
David McMahon, req by Linda Dunbar 

ADMINISTRATION & FINANCE 
Weekly Collection (incl mail-in, E.G.) 

Dec 30-31, 2017…………$5858.00 
Dec 29-30, 2018………..$5982.00 

Jan 6-7, 2018……………$5394.00 
Jan 5-6, 2019…………..$6544.00 

1/5/20 

In loving memory of 
Albert P Morelli, 

Donald & Eileen Gallagher Hogan 
requested by Don & Patti Hogan 

The Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet & Associates 
invite you to participate in their Annual Peace Retreat...
             Thomas Merton  -  Prophet of Peace 

Sr Kitty Hanley, CSJ is Director of Holy Ground Spiritual Direction 
Program and formerly Dean and Director of St Bernard’s School of  
Theology and Ministry. She is well known as a retreat facilitator,  
spiritual director, and teacher of courses in spirituality. 
        Friday, Jan. 18, 7:00pm - Saturday, Jan. 19, 

      9:30—4:00pm 
 Carondelet Hospitality Center 

   385 Watervliet-Shaker Rd, Latham, NY 

    $100 overnight; $55 Saturday only; $55 residents  

 For more information and/or registration call: 518 389-2666 or E-mail 
jsthilaire@csjalbany.org.  

IHM Prayer Ministry—If 
you would like the prayer team 
to pray for you or a loved one; 
or would like to be a part of 
the prayer team, please con-
tact Brenda at 518 271-6184. 

Vocations Ministry—As we reflect on today’s Gospel from Luke 3:15-16, 21-

22 about the Baptism of Our Lord, we have a wonderful opportunity to also re-
flect on our own baptisms as well as the vocations to which we are called. We are 
reminded that as John the Baptist immersed his cousin Jesus as a full-grown adult 
in the River Jordan, Jesus immersed Himself in eternal prayer. When Jesus 
emerged from the water, Heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended up-
on Him in bodily form like a dove. Then the voice of God spoke, “You are my be-
loved Son; with you I am well pleased.” Following His Baptism, Jesus began his 
public ministry. 
 Through our own baptisms, we were called to follow Jesus by loving God 
and loving our neighbors. We do this through our vocations. Whether we are 
called to be priests, deacons, sisters, brothers, or as single or married 
people, we need to discern whether we are living out our baptismal 
calls in our own lives to the fullest. 

Please pray for increased vocations to the priesthood through 
our Vocations Prayer Chalice Program. Instructions are at the Sacred 
Heart statue at the rear of the Church, or simply write a note that you 
are interested in the program, add your name, telephone number and/
or email address, and drop it in the collection basket. 

When Doing Your Estate 
Remember Your Parish 


